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government in India, Burma or other parts of the British
Empire/ Add to this his further statement: ' We mean to hold
our own. I did not become His Majesty's First Minister in
order to preside over the liquidation of the British Empire.'
General de Gaulle defined the political aims of the Free
French as including 'the restoration of the complete integrity

___of the French Empire'.1 In the Armistice terms accepted

by France in 1940, Hitler guaranteed the integrity of the
French Empire. Other imperial Powers like the Dutch
look forward to the restoration of the status quo after the
War. Our tricky conscience deludes us into the comfortable
assumption that there is a difference between dominating a
distant race whose whole system of civilization is different
from ours and dominating a close neighbour whom we had
known for centuries. If we revert to the past pre-war condi-
. tions, if we think of the future in terms of holding on to
what we have, preserving our privileges and maintaining our
class position at home and possessions abroad, this war is a
criminal waste.

Great Britain entered this war with the declaration that
it is her duty to stand by her pact with Poland, to protect
her integrity and independence.   When Germany attacked
Poland, Russia occupied the eastern part.   Russia has now
liberated Poland from the Nazi invaders, though the Polish
Government in London does not recognize the new situation.
Russia affirms that her only desire is  to  have  a strong,
independent and friendly Poland. She does not wish other
countries to interfere with her policy about  the eastern
frontier of Poland, even as Great Britain resents the inter-
ference of other Powers in matters relating to her imperial
possessions.   If the Allied Nations insist on the sanctity of
'existing obligations' in their respective spheres of influence
and severely exclude questions of doubtful validity from
reference to international arbitration, we will certainly revert
to the pre-war pattern of society, with its colonial rivalries
and all their disastrous consequences.   The Soviet Union

I.   24th June 1942